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I would like to thank the officers and committee of the Pyrenean Mountain Dog Club of 
Great Britain for inviting me to judge the final show of their 75th anniversary year. I 
would also like to thank my two wonderful stewards for an excellent job despite their 
appalling sense of humour. 
 
We were scheduled to be indoors however circumstances were to dictate that judging 
had to take place outside so it was, perhaps, fortunate that despite the lateness in the 
year, it was a lovely warm and sunny day. It was also wonderful to see so many friends 
at ringside, including one or two who have probably forgotten more about the breed 
than I will  ever know! Judging started slightly later than advertised because of the need 
to move everything outside but when it did start, it started with a bang. There is a saying 
that “you should leave the best ‘til last”. That was definitely not the case on this 
occasion. 
 
VDB (6/1). 1 – Pollard’s Ch Gillandant Annie Oakley. At 9 years old, this lovely, light 
blaireau, bitch belied her years. Presented in tip-top condition and expertly handled, she 
presented a perfectly balanced outline. Classic head shape with domed skull (02 Arena 
rather than St Paul’s Cathedral!). Peerless dentition. Solid black pigment all round, 
almond-shaped eyes set at the correct angle. Strong neck flowing into a level topline. 
Excellent spring of ribs that were well extended. Rear legs well muscled, giving her the 
drive that she needed for the desired movement. An absolute picture on the move and 
couldn’t be beaten by anything on the day. A worthy Best In Show. 2 – Savage’s Ch & 
Int & Nordic Champion Vi’skalys Amazing Alfa at Kington. Another quality bitch but 
notably different to 1. Much lighter in bone but retaining that air of elegance. Good 
pigment all round. Correct size, shape and set of ears with dark amber colour to eyes 
but would prefer a little more width to skull. Good rear angulation. Correct tail set and 
length with both rear legs having the correct number of dewclaws. Front movement was 
a little wayward but construction was correct. Would love to have seen her with a full 
coat. RBB. 3 – Bowker & Boyd’s Ch & Am Ch Rivergroves Murphy-Goode ShCM.  
RBD. MPDB (3/0). Three youngsters, all out of the same litter and only eligible to show 
by 2 days. I first saw this trio at 4 weeks and it was a delight to see them at their very 
first show. 1 – Burwell’s Pyrbern Blond Defender at Bursville. What a happy chappy, 
obviously enjoying his day out. Although, clearly, still developing this light blaireau boy 
is heading in the right direction. Pigmentation and dentition progressing nicely. Correctly 
proportioned muzzle with good eye colour, shape and placement. Typically of 
youngsters of his age, the skull size and shape is changing but, on the day, he had the 
most appealing profile. Front legs set sufficiently apart to allow for capacity of rib cage. 
Good length of back and rear starting to show signs of developing nicely. Nicely settled 
on the move. 2 – Munson’s Pyrbern Blonde Lynx. Little-brother to 1 and so much to like 
about this developing youngster. Amber-brown eyes, correctly shaped and set. Good 
pigment for age and dentition is coming along nicely. Scored on front movement but 
rear movement lacked drive. Good turn of stifle but needs to build up more muscle 
above and below hocks. 3 – Munson & Munson’s Pyrbern Blonde Apache. PD (5/0) – 1 
Fox’s Gillandant Admiral. Best angulation and movement in this class. Clean outline to 



head both front on and in profile. Correct length of muzzle and solid black pigmentation. 
Well developed dentition with correct scissor bite. Eye and ears set, size and shape all 
correct. Neck well muscled. Strong, straight front legs with the required angulation. 
Level topline over well sprung ribs of good depth. Tail correctly set and reaching down 
to strong hocks. Cat-like feet. Developing very nicely and thoroughly deserved his BPIS. 
2 – Baverstock’s Echo De’Chein A Touch of Magic at Kalkasi. I had only seen this 
youngster once since he arrived in the country. Very light blaireau colouring and good 
pigment all round. Preferred his head shape over 1 but he was clearly going through 
one of those growing spurts and this showed up in his angulation and movement. Ribs 
well sprung with nice tuck up. Another one that I would like to see in a year’s time when 
his body has developed a bit more. Excellently presented. 3 - Sang’s Kalkasi High Flyer 
at Mizeka. JD (2/0) 1 - Baverstock’s Echo De’Chein A Touch of Magic at Kalkasi. 2 - 
Sang’s Kalkasi High Flyer at Mizeka, YD (2/0) – Repeat. ND (1/0)  1 - Baverstock’s 
Echo De’Chein A Touch of Magic at Kalkasi. UGD (3/1) Repeat of YD. LD (1/0) 1 – 
Meakin’s Jazanah Josephinite. Has developed nicely since I last judged him a year ago. 
His head has filled out but could still do with a little more fill below the eyes. Depth and 
breadth of chest were spot on but felt that he could do with a little extra width at the 
front. Lovely, level top line and excellent rear quarters. Moved with drive and purpose, 
wheeling his tail to perfection.  OD (3/0) 1 – Pollard’s Gillandant Rockafella JW. Have 
seen this young lad in the ring on a number of occasions and have been mystified when 
he didn’t make the top honours. Having now been over him, I am still mystified. Bred ‘in 
the purple’, out of my Best In Show and beat his sire on the day. Head shape and size 
absolutely spot on. Lovely dark amber eyes, almond shaped and correctly placed. Black 
pigment all round. Ears of correct size and placement. Excellent width at the front, 
allowing him ample room to move. Well extended rib cage and nicely tucked up. Moved 
soundly and well deserved his award of BD & RBIS. 2 – Magg’s Gillandant Kathy’s 
Clown of Dewyche JW ShCM. Shares the same sire and dam as 1 and retains so many 
of his attributes. Has continued to develop since I last judged him 2 years ago. As 
always, presented in perfect order. Light blaireau colouring on an impressively sized 
dog. Good, level top line and plenty of capacity to rib cage. Moved well going away. 
Capacious skull  but tending to lead to slightly loose lower lip line. Rear angulation and 
movement better than front where I felt that he lacked a little width. 3 – Meakin’s 
Jazanah Jaunty.  
PB (5/0)1 – Hill’s Gillandant Akira at Cluny. I had seen this young lady 3 times 
previously and on each occasion she amply demonstrated that she was a puppy and 
determined to enjoy herself. Today, she behaved impeccably (well almost) while she 
was in the ring. Sire by the Best Dog. Superb in almost all departments. Delightful 
wedge-shaped head with subtle curve to the skull. Excellent pigmentation and dentition. 
Still developing her muscles and bone but presented a very balanced profile. Moved out 
strongly and was a picture coming back. Would have been quite happy to give her the 
Best Puppy award but she just missed out to her litter brother on the day. 2 – 
Baverstocks’s Kalkasi High Expectations. Felt like she was going though one of those 
‘growth spurts’ that puppies enjoy so much and, as a result, appeared to have too much 
length to the legs. Slightly narrower head than 1 but retained a pleasing expression. 
Good pigment and coat in excellent condition. Held a level topline both standing and on 
the move, Tail well set and of correct length, which she wheeled on the move. Still 
developing and will, undoubtedly, change as she matures. 3 Munson’s – Pyrbern 
Blonde Apache. JB. 1 – Hill’s Gillandant Akira at Cluny. 2 – Baverstock’s Danz In The 
Moonlite. Somewhat lighter in frame than 1. Good pigment all round and well muscled 



front legs, although I would have prefered a little less width at the front.. Well extended 
rib cage and good length of loin. Tail well set and of appropriate length. Cat-like paws. 
Could, perhaps, have put in a little more on the move where she appeared to not to 
have the drive and purpose. YB (1/0) 1 – Baverstock’s Kalkasi Danz In The Moonlite. 
NB (1/0) 1 – Baverstock’s High Expectations.. UGB (3/1) 1 – Hill’s Gillandant Akira at 
Cluny. 2 – Baverstock’s High Expectations. PGB (2/1) 1 – Munson’s Alchazandis 
Foxminty Bear at Pyrbern. Seen this young lady several times before and she was in 
the best condition yet. Much finer head than others in the challenge. Correct ear set and 
dentition but would like slightly darker pigmentation. Kept a level top line both standing 
and on the move. Rear quarters sufficiently muscled and with good angulation. Front 
was a little narrow. LB (2/0) 1 – Burwell’s Shanlimore Phoebe at Bursville. Good head 
shape and well set on strong neck. Would like to see a slightly tighter lower lip but 
pigmentation of lips and eyes was good. Correct depth and breadth of chest, well 
extended. Lovely muscle tone, especially on the 2nd thigh. Have seen her move better 
than she did on this occasion where she appeared distracted. Slightly more control from 
her handler might have helped. 2 – Greenfield’s Gillandant Crystal Fantasy. Another 
exhibit bred ‘in the purple’ and from an oustanding combination of sire and dam. Correct 
head shape and a nice, tight lip line. A touch light in eye colour. Her movement was, 
arguably, better than 1 but was let down by a less than level topline. Angulation was 
good all round. Nice turn of stifle and strong hock joints. OB (3/2) 1 – Sangs’ Ch Kalkasi 
Destiny’s Spirit at Mizeka ShCM. Watched her take her title a week previously and was 
eager to see what she was made of. The abundance of coat in certain areas could be 
deceptive. Would like to see it lying a little flatter, especially the rear feathering. 
Possessing more of a mane than most bitches, it outlined her head to give a most 
pleasing appearance to the overall shape of the skull. Good pigment,and detition. Well 
off for both bone and muscle. Soundly constructed front and rear and, as a result, 
moved with desired drive. Only just missed out on top honours. Brace (4/0) What a 
delightful class of well-behaved pairs. It had the potential for enormous fun as all of the 
Minor Puppies put in an appearance. 1 – Meakin’s. Two lovely young lads that I have 
judged before. Moved round in unison and really looking the part. 2 – Munson’s. A 
pairing of two Minor Puppies. Behaved themselves impeccably and will be interesting to 
watch them develop. 3 – Burwell’s.  
 
Judge : Barry Denyer (Batrapyr) 
 
 
 
 


