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PYRENEAN MOUNTAIN DOG 

 

When judging  PMDs I am looking for dogs with the body structure and physical capability that 

enables them to perform their traditional tasks of protecting their flocks from predators. Bursts of 

speed coupled with agility when working over difficult terrain is required of these dogs. I was looking 

for balanced front and rear angulation. I was also looking for the correct head type which 

distinguishes the Pyrenean Mountain Dog from the other European mountain breeds.  

 

PGD (2,1) 1 Holmes's Lisjovia Slick As A Whistle JW. An 18 month old dog who moved soundly. He is 

of good size with a strong topline which he maintains on the move. He is heavier in frame than the 

other dogs. I would like more length to his body as he looked a little  square in profile. His back skull 

has the correct shape and proportions. His eyes are the correct dark amber brown and almond 

shaped, he has excellent pigmentation and a good mouth. However his muzzle to skull proportions 

aren't correct; his muzzle is too heavy deep and strong. This detracts from his head making it a little 

coarse, lacking the moulded contours. He has  width and depth of chest  and stands square and 

parallel but I wish his front legs were longer.  His hocks could be stronger  and he needs more length 

to his rear pasterns, but he has  good muscling of his first and second thighs. His movement isn't 

positive enough, he needs more forward extension.  

LD (2,1) 1 McDowell & Asher's Granchester Imoulou. This dog is the correct type of PMD. Excellent 

body proportions. Correctly balanced  shoulder and hind angulations enable him to move as this 

breed should, i.e. with powerful, balanced ground covering, energy saving strides. He is able to 

extend with effortless ease both in walk and trot and demonstrates on the move that he is built for  

agility, speed and endurance. He moves with typical Pyrenean gait and elegance of carriage.  His 

head proportions and contours are breed correct  and his head has all the qualities in proportions 

and detail that give it the correct type. His eyes just need to be a darker amber brown. The  

positioning and length of his upper arm is particularly notable, forming the correct angle with the 

shoulder blade. Together with good length of front legs and width and depth of chest he has an 

excellent front.  His neck is of the correct length and flows into his shoulder. Good length to his rear 

pasterns, well muscled thighs and strong hocks aid his powerful strides.  He is in good condition with 

adequate bone for his body structure.  He is leaner in body than other dogs present, it is this 

leanness that is necessary for the breeds' agility, speed and  endurance. At 22 months of age he has 

some growing and maturing ahead. BD and BOB.  



OD (1) 1 Kenyon & Ward's Ch Charibere Simply Special at Chezanna JW ShCM. An eye catching 

glamorous dog who is handled and presented to an exceptionally high standard. I commend his 

owner and handler for the work and effort that they put into his preparation.  Dog and handler have 

a rapport and trust. If the show ring was a competition in the technical expertise of the handler, the 

dog and handler relationship and the dog's beauty and presentation he would have been my best of 

breed. But on breed type and movement there were some distinct differences between this dog and 

my best dog. Overall he has some good qualities; rectangular body shape and a nice outline, the 

correct amount of bone and excellent feet. His coat moulds a good outline to his body. His back skull 

proportions and shape are breed correct as are his skull to muzzle proportions. Eye colour and shape 

and ear set are correct. However, his head doesn't have the required blunt 'V'-shape when viewed 

from above, because he has no fill beneath his eyes. He also has too deep a muzzle.  These points 

detract from his overall head type. Without the correct head a dog is lacking in breed  type. He has 

correct medium hind angulation, strong hocks and well muscled first and second thighs but his rear 

pasterns are too short  He has well muscled forelegs and good breadth of chest, but  I would like to 

see more forward extension when he moves. I found his upper arm to be too short and upright. This 

creates an imbalance in his shoulder and hind angulations, which for me explains his shorter strides 

in both walk and trot.  He moved soundly but  lacked the extension and ease of stride that is typical 

of the Pyrenean gait. RBD.  

PB (1) 1 Kenyon, Ward, Bermingham's Charibere Simply A Dream At Chezanna. A 6 month old puppy 

bitch who behaved impeccably in the ring and did everything that was asked of her. She  was 

beautifully presented,  is in very good condition and has the correct amount of bone. She moved 

soundly in both walk and trot with a steady even gait.  Her body proportions are, at this stage in her 

development, good. She has good length to her rear pasterns and her front legs are proportionate in 

length  to the distance between her elbow and point of shoulder. Her feet are of a good shape. Her 

skull to muzzle proportions are at the moment OK. Her eyes are of the correct shape and colour   

Good mouth and pigment. As so much can change over the next year  in her development it would 

be unwise to say anymore. BP and PG3.  

LB (1) 1 McDowell & Asher's Granchester Sapphire. An elegant bitch of 3 years of age of the correct  

breed type  with good body proportions and outline. She is a half sister to my best dog. With her 

shoulder and hind angulations  being correct  and in  balance she is able to  move with powerful  

balanced ground covering strides. She has good length to her rear pasterns and strong hocks, so 

important in this breed to enable the dogs to have the power and drive in movement. Her head is 

elegant and feminine with excellent proportions and a very good muzzle shape.  Her eyes need to be 

darker amber brown. Correct waterproof top coat. RBB 



OB (1) 1. McDowell & Asher's  Granchester Sparkling Gem. Litter sister to winner of LB and also of 

the correct breed type. Her body proportions are correct. and the angulation of her shoulder  and 

hip joints are balanced. Good shoulder angulation and the correct width of chest. Her front  legs are  

proportionate in length to her body. It is important that the distance from ground to elbow is the 

same as from elbow to point of shoulder. This bitch illustrates these proportions. She has good 

length to her rear pasterns  and strong hocks. She extended nicely on the move with balance and 

elegance. Good feet.  Her head is an example of an elegant and moulded feminine head in 

proportion and shape. Her head planes giving the correct profile. She too needs darker amber brown 

eyes. There was little to choose between her and her sister.  Her head is just a little more elegant 

than that of her sister and so she was my best bitch.  BB 

Sian Meredith 


